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This report is concerned with the history of the North Spit of Coos Bay,
Oregon. The area has been the locus of federal government activity almost
confinuously since the 1850s. Although no one resides on the North Spit in
2000, human occupation occurred in past eras. Government employees
and, in some instances, their families resided on the spit. They occupied the
"Government Works" at the project headquarters for the North Jetty and the
facilities at the U.S. Life-Saving Service Station, later the U.S. Navy
Radiocompass Station, on the east side of the spit nearly opposite Empire.

This report is concerned with the face of the North Spit and how it
changed over fime. Human intervention altered the spit by use of millions of
dollars in congressional appropriations, carefully researched vegetative
reclamation projects, and projects designed by civil engineers. The
consequence is that the North Spit in 2000 is considerably larger and much
more heavily vegetated than the wind-swept and wave-washed spit of sand
where the U.S. Army castaways from the Captain Lincoln came ashore in
1852.

The following narrative addresses some of the major themes in human
history on the spit and confirms the potentials for cultural interpretation of this

location.
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